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Federal Election Commission § 4.4 

§ 4.2 Policy on disclosure of records. 
(a) The Commission will make the 

fullest possible disclosure of records to 
the public, consistent with the rights 
of individuals to privacy, the rights of 
persons contracting with the Commis-
sion with respect to trade secret and 
commercial or financial information 
entitled to confidential treatment, and 
the need for the Commission to pro-
mote free internal policy deliberations 
and to pursue its official activities 
without undue disruption. 

(b) All Commission records shall be 
available to the public unless they are 
specifically exempt under this part. 

(c) To carry out this policy, the Com-
mission shall designate a Freedom of 
Information Act Officer. 

§ 4.3 Scope. 
The regulations in this part imple-

ment the provisions of the Freedom of 
Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, with re-
spect to the availability of records for 
inspection and copying. 

[44 FR 33368, June 8, 1979, as amended at 45 
FR 31291, May 13, 1980] 

§ 4.4 Availability of records. 
(a) In accordance with 5 U.S.C. 

552(a)(2), the Commission shall make 
the following materials available for 
public inspection and copying: 

(1) Statements of policy and interpre-
tation which have been adopted by the 
Commission; 

(2) Administrative staff manuals and 
instructions to staff that affect a mem-
ber of the public; 

(3) Opinions of Commissioners ren-
dered in enforcement cases, General 
Counsel’s Reports and non-exempt 2 
U.S.C. 437g investigatory materials 
shall be placed on the public record of 
the Agency no later than 30 days from 
the date on which all respondents are 
notified that the Commission has voted 
to close such an enforcement file; 

(4) Copies of all records, regardless of 
form or format, which have been re-
leased to any person under this para-
graph (a) and which, because of the na-
ture of their subject matter, the agen-
cy determines have become or are like-
ly to become the subject of subsequent 
requests for substantially the same 
records; and 

(5) A general index of the records re-
ferred to in paragraph (a)(4) of this sec-
tion. 

(b) In accordance with 5 U.S.C. 
552(a)(3), the Commission shall make 
available, upon proper request, all non- 
exempt Agency records, or portions of 
records, not previously made public 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(1) and (a)(2). 

(c) The Commission shall maintain 
and make available current indexes 
and supplements providing identifying 
information regarding any matter 
issued, adopted or promulgated after 
April 15, 1975 as required by 5 U.S.C. 
552(a)(2)(C) and (E).These indexes and 
supplements shall be published and 
made available on at least a quarterly 
basis for public distribution unless the 
Commission determines by Notice in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER that publica-
tion would be unnecessary, impracti-
cable, or not feasible due to budgetary 
considerations. Nevertheless, copies of 
any index or supplement shall be made 
available upon request at a cost not to 
exceed the direct cost of duplication. 

(d) The Freedom of Information Act 
and the provisions of this part apply 
only to existing records; they do not 
require the creation of new records. 

(e) If documents or files contain both 
disclosable and nondisclosable informa-
tion, the nondisclosable information 
will be deleted and the disclosable in-
formation released unless the 
disclosable portions cannot be reason-
ably segregated from the other por-
tions in a manner which will allow 
meaningful information to be dis-
closed. 

(f) All records created in the process 
of implementing provisions of 5 U.S.C. 
552 will be maintained by the Commis-
sion in accordance with the authority 
granted by General Records Schedule 
14, approved by the National Archives 
and Records Service of the General 
Services Administration. 

(g) The Commission encourages the 
public to explore the information 
available on the Commission’s World 
Wide Web site, located at http:// 
www.fec.gov. The site includes a Com-
mission publication, Availability of FEC 
Information, which provides a detailed 
listing of the types of documents avail-
able from the FEC, including those 
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